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An attempt by townspeople to protect mating salamanders from being killed by cars
has been thwarted - all but one of the amphibians has ignored tunnels installed for
them beneath a busy street.

The 50 people who turned out in drizzle Thursday night to watch the first
salamander crossing of the year ended up barricading the street and carrying about
40 of the yellow-spotted salamanders across to a breeding pond.

The animals spend the winter hibernating in woods and try to reach the pond
every spring with the first warm rain. First Crossing Observed

Shouts went up when one salamander was discovered crawling along a fence
leading to one of the tunnels under Henry Street. The salamander made it through in
five minutes, 20 seconds, said Ken Lindsay, a teacher in nearby Shutesbury.

''It was an historic event,'' Mr. Lindsay said. ''It was the first salamander to go
through a tunnel all on its own.''
The salamander tunnels were installed after a public outcry over the amphibians'
plight.

Many salamanders faced certain death when they slithered across the road.
Robert Winston, a local naturalist, persuaded town selectmen to close the street lastAccess more of The Times by creating a free account or
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year until all the salamanders, members of the mole salamander family, made the
trek, which usually takes a week.

The salamanders are not on the state's endangered species list, although the
Henry Street population is the last in town. Experiment to Continue

The three 19-inch-high tunnels were donated by ACO Polymer Products of
Cleveland and installed in November for about $2,000. Volunteers erected fences in
January to guide the salamanders to the tunnels.

The fences failed their first test, but townspeople said it was too early to tell how
the whole experiment would fare.

Mr. Lindsay said there were few salamanders out Thursday night.
Mr. Winston's wife, Janet, said the salamanders might have changed their usual

migration pattern to start at a spot beyond the fence.
Mr. Lindsay said they might have been hibernating between the fence and the

road. Richard Minear, chairman of the board of selectmen, said the tunnels might
not be wet enough for the amphibians.

In any event, the salamanders took townspeople by surprise, said Mrs. Winston,
one of the flashlight-toting helpers at the crossing. ''They came a little sooner than
we were quite prepared for,'' she said.

The town's superintendent of public works said he had not hung the
''Salamander Crossing'' signs designed by Rachel Mackintosh, a fourth-grader in
Shutesbury.
A version of this article appears in print on March 27, 1988, on Page 1001046 of the National edition with
the headline: Salamander Tunnels Flunk First Test in Massachusetts.
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