
The calf that sank the Titanic 

p.41 first column 

1. How many icebergs were calved that year? _________________________________________ 

2. Where did the iceberg fall in water from the glacier? _________________________________ 

3. The author compares the speed of the iceberg with: 

 a) a person walking 

 b) a speed boat 

 c) a train 

4. How long did it take for the iceberg to get past the Davis Strait? ________________________ 

5. Was the Titanic completely built at that time? _______ If not, what was left to construct?____ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

6. True or false. The iceberg became stuck in the ice on Cape Harrison. 

p.41 second column 

7. True or false. Most icebergs drift as far south as Grand Banks. 

8. True or false. The iceberg raised higher than the crow’s nest of the Titanic. 

9. True or false. The iceberg was considered as the biggest ever seen. 

10. The author compares the shape of the iceberg to: 

 a) a small house 

 b) the back and arms of an overstuffed chair 

 c) a pair of red glasses 

p.43 first column 

11. Why the lookouts were without binoculars? _______________________________________ 

12. Find a comparison with ‘like’ in the first paragraph. _________________________________ 

13. Did the iceberg melt completely or did it travel to South America? _____________________ 

 



p.43 second column 

14. After the tragedy, an observation and ice-patrol service was started.  It’s been called: 

 a) Dangerous Iceberg Observation 

 b) Coast Guards Against Icebergs 

 c) International Ice Patrol 

15. The patrol season goes from ____________________ to ______________________(months) 

16. True or false.  There has been no loss of ships since the International Ice Patrol began. 

17. What does the crew member of the airplane patrol toss into the waters each year where the 

Titanic sank? ________________________________________________ 

18. What do ‘N’ and ‘W’ mean in the message at the end? _______________   ______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19. Vocabulary. Find a word that means the same things as: 

 p.40 fearful  _____________________ 

  boat _______________________ 

  catastrophe _________________ 

  balance ____________________ 

  stone ______________________ 

 p.41 first column opposite direction of the motion of clock ___________________ 

    rate of motion _________________________ 

    in the space separating two things ______________________ 

    winds _______________________ 

    tempest _______________________ 

 p.41 second column occasionally _____________________ 

    not one _________________________ 

    wander away ____________________ 

    thawed _________________________ 

    head down, feet up ________________________ 

 p.43 near ________________________ 

  the right side of the boat __________________________ 

  unconscious _______________________________ 

  one sailor in a group _______________________________ 

  every day ___________________________________ 

20. Find in the text 7 adjectives changed to the ‘est’ or ‘er’ form, write the adjective you find in 

the word, and translate the word. 

 Ex. deeper  -  deep  -  plus profond 

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 


